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Setting the scene

Viivi Lähteenoja l Senior Advisor at MyData Global



In this 
presentation

OVERVIEW

o What is the Data Governance Act?

o Why is it important for our future?

o What needs to happen now?



“
What the GDPR has become globally for 
data protection, the DGA has the 
potential to become for data use: a gold 
standard



Data Governance Act

Set of three connected initiatives aiming 
at better data availability and use: 

o Re-use of data held by the public 
sector

o Data intermediaries in the private 
sector

o Data altruism for research



Why it matters

Seeks to fulfil two ambitions of the 
European Strategy for Data (2020)

o Data sovereignty

o Data spaces



What next
Soft infrastructure to make it happen

Data exchange board to make it right



Key takeaways

Data sovereignty Soft infrastructure Data spaces Data Exchange Board



Why data sovereignty?

Katryna Dow l CEO and Founder of Meeco



In this 
presentation

OVERVIEW

o What is data sovereignty?

o Why do we need it?

o Digital rights

o Digital superpowers

o Where are we now?

o Laying the foundations

o 2048



Data sovereignty

Having control over how the data that 
has been created by you or about you 
is used

o People

o Organisations

o Things

Closely coupled with your identity, 
persona or digital twin



Why we need it
As we move from the analogue world to 
a digital society, we need to rethink the 
way we collect and use data



Digital rights

1948 - The Declaration of Human Rights 
was signed and adopted

Moving to the digital space, many of the 
rights we have in the physical world are 
lost in the digital world



Digital superpowers

1.  United States - Commerce

2.  China – State

3.  Europe – Citizen 

DGA and GDPR provide opportunity from 
perspective of rights and citizens



Where we are now

Laying the foundations

o Need to make decisions now about our 
digital architecture, infrastructure and 
ethics

o Moonshot thinking forces us to 
imagine the future society we want to 
see realised 



2048

Where would we be now if we had not 
adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in 1948?

2048, imagine what it will be like if we 
don’t take this opportunity now to create 
and adopt universal declaration of the 
same digital rights?



What is a soft infrastructure?

Jaana Sinipuro l Project Director IHAN at the Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra



In this 
presentation

OVERVIEW

o What is a soft infrastructure?

o What is a data space?

o Federated and decentralised

o Technical viewpoint

o Why we need it?



“We believe that the post-COVID-19 digital 
era needs to be defined by the concept of 
“data equity” 

We use the word equity very deliberately for 
its double meaning: equity as a mark of 
having a shareholding in a valuable asset, 
and equity as a term that implies fairness of 
value realisation

Source: Preparing for the rebound after the COVID19 crisis – Moving toward an era of data equity, Atos 2021



Soft infrastructure

A set of agreements that enables people 
and organisations to manage and share 
data they generate 

Because everyone has to meet the same 
strict functional, legal, technical and 
operational requirements, they can 
share data in a secure, trusted, easy 
and controlled way

As such a soft infrastructure supports 
the creation of trusted and secure 
decentralised data sharing in European 
data spaces



A data space

A federated decentralised data 
ecosystem within a certain application 
domain that is based on shared policies 
and rules

A group of entities that want to create 
new business by sharing data with each 
other

The qualified users of such data spaces 
are able to access data in a secure, 
trusted, easy and controlled way



Federated and 
decentralised 

The infrastructure for European data 
spaces will not be a monolithic, 
centralised IT infrastructure

Instead, the soft infrastructure will entail 
functional and non-functional 
requirements regarding interoperability, 
portability, findability, security, privacy, 
and trustworthiness 



Technical viewpoint

A soft infrastructure can be seen as a 
collection of interoperable, API-based IT 
platforms

Where users control the flow of data 
through advanced mechanisms of 
identity and consent management

The design of the soft infrastructure will 
include mechanisms for economic 
exploitation of data sharing and 
exchange transactions



Technical viewpoint

Data is shared with the data owner’s 
permission (including individual’s 
permission) and according to the rules 
set in the data ecosystem’s rulebook

An ecosystem that follows fair rules 
creates value for all participants

As a result, data will be shared in the 
ecosystem more freely, transparently 
and safely



Why we need it

Because we are creating a new 
European data economy,  a fair data 
economy

Based upon European values, on open 
data-sharing ecosystems, and shared 
rules and data ethics 

In which the needs, interests and rights 
of all stakeholders – individuals, 
companies and society – are balanced



Relation to data spaces

Lars Nagel l CEO of International Data Spaces Association

Douwe Lycklama l Founding Partner of INNOPAY



A data space

A federated decentralised data 
ecosystem within a certain application 
domain that is based on shared policies 
and rules

A group of entities that want to create 
new business by sharing data with each 
other

The qualified users of such data spaces 
are able to access data in a secure, 
trusted, easy and controlled way



Mobility Manufacturing

1 x Soft 

Infrastructure

Health

Governance Data Sovereignty Standards

The soft infrastructure supports all 
Data Spaces 

WHAT N x Data Spaces

HOW



1 x Soft 

Infrastructure

DEB will strengthen the DIB and 
improve the Data Governance Act

WHAT N x Data Spaces

HOW

Data Innovation Board (DIB)
Strategic

Data Exchange Board (DEB)
Tactical and Operational

Mobility ManufacturingHealth

Governance Data Sovereignty Standards



Back to the Data Governance Act

Antti Poikola l Programme Advisor and Board Member at MyData Global

Mariane ter Veen l Director Data Sharing at INNOPAY



Q&A



DSN l amendments to the DGA

o Put Data Sovereignty & Soft Infrastructure at the heart of the DGA

o Define Data Sovereignty & Soft Infrastructure

o Establish a Data Exchange Board under the Data Innovation Board, 
consisting of researchers, practitioners and public/private initiatives 
for data sharing



DSN l amendments to the DGA

Clarify the tasks of the Data Exchange Board: 

o Advising and assisting the European Commission on a soft 
infrastructure for a uniform and interoperable way of dealing with 
data, with data sovereignty as the key design principle  

o Developing the agreements that will define the soft infrastructure, 
including by leveraging existing technologies and collecting input 
from all stakeholders (e.g. data space users, data intermediaries, 
technology providers, public sector)

o Supporting adoption of the agreements, thus empowering the 
creation of data spaces 



Key takeaways

Data sovereignty Soft infrastructure Data spaces Data Exchange Board



datasovereigntynow.org

It’s time for Europe to adopt moonshot 
thinking for data

Support our mission and go to DataSovereigntyNow.org


